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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

| | This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total ' • • i« -*r r ■ f . 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2003/000367 



1. 



Basis of the report 



pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 



[ | the claims, 



_ pages 
1 | the drawings, pages 

pages 
pages 



4. 



5. 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| X | the international application as originally filed. 

I I the description, pages , as originally filed, 

, filed with the demand, 

, received on with the letter of 

, as originally filed, 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, received on with the letter of 

, as originally filed, 

, filed with the demand, 

, received on with the letter of 
[3] tte sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 

which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I to© k -i^q? of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

I | = X - \y / ^publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I j ' " ' \i c the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 

afuLui' j;o). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the intemational 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 

| | Sled together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I P 16 statement ^ ^ subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

| | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 J 6 and 70. 1 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under Item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 


and explanations supporting such statement 




1. Statement 




Novelty (N) Claims 


YES 


Claims 1-6 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 


YES 


Claims 1-6 




Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-6 


YES 


Claims 

i 


NQ 


2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 




NOVELTY (N) & INVENTIVE STEP (IS) 




CLAIMS 1-6 




The International Search Report revealed 3 prior art documents of high relevance to the present claims. 

• 


• US 4685029 (TILLMAN) 




• US 3777222 (HARRIS) 




• EP 0334745 (SEXTANT AVIONIQUE) 




The above documents disclose a switch panel of the type used in networked control systems, specifically for 


building automation. The documents further disclose an automation system for programming appliances with at 


least one switch unit capable of carrying a switch array to control the said appliances, each switch array having a 


cover with actuation icons corresponding to the appliances being controlled, and the switch enabling means that 


only activate the switches corresponding to the actuation icons on said cover in which the appliances to be 


controlled from a switch unit may be varied by changing the switch cover. In light of the disclosure of the above 


mentioned prior art documents, the invention defined in the present claims does not appear to be novel and 


possess an inventive step. 




INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY (IA) 




CLAIMS 1 - 6 




The invention defined in the present claims is suitable for industrial application. 
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